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Tamisuke Watanuki

It is the greatest pleasure for us to be able to hold the YONEX OPEN JAPAN 2006 with a number of excellent
players from many countries all over the world.

This event is celebrating the 25th anniversary in this year, and having around 300 players from over 20 countries and
areas. Moreover, it is globally recognized as one of the most important championships in the world. And this
would not be accomplished without cooperation of BWF and the persons involved, and | deeply appreciate them
very much.

This year, we held YONEX Thomas & Uber Cup Japan 2006 (April 28 to May 1 in Sendai City, May 3 to 7 in Tokyo)
since the last held 16 years ago. The badminton fans of our country experienced the excitement of the team event,
which was considered to be the world best event, and they still bask in the afterglow of the event. | expect that the
players, who come back to Tokyo again, demonstrate more competitive and powerful skills.

Moreover, the rally point system which was introduced early this year makes the games fast-paced, speedier and
much more sense of thrill. | expect the top players gathering here would perform their best with sportsmanship
and passion, and deepen the global friendships. They also impress the badminton fans with a dream and hope, and
this would contribute to the successful completion of the tournament.

Finally, | would like to express my sincere appreciation for BWF, members of Tokyo Metropolitan Badminton
Association, the supporting companies who have devoted themselves to make this tournament a success.
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Welcome, one and all, to the The YONEX OPEN JAPAN 2006, the first major tournament in our calendar after the
World Championships. This is the second time that the athletes will be in Japan this year, having been here in May
for the YONEX Thomas & Uber Cup Japan 2006 competition.

As is always the case with an event in Japan, | assure you we can expect a well-organised event and the most
hospitable conditions for all. At the same time, we can also look forward to some exciting display of badminton.
The fans too impressed upon me the feeling that badminton is a means of coming together for all walks of life. If
the response during the Thomas & Uber Cups 2006 is anything to go by, then I'm sure the stadium will be filled to
capacity with cheering fans. Close to their hearts of course will be the Japanese team, who were heroes in their
own right.

| applaud Nippon Badminton Association for the successful organisation of the YONEX Thomas & Uber Cup Japan
2006 and | wish them well for the YONEX OPEN JAPAN 2006, one of the major 5-star events of the year. My thank
you goes out to Yonex for their continued support, and to all other sponsors, staff and volunteers, a special thank
you.

To the athletes, | wish them the very best of luck

President, Badminton World Federation(B.W.F)

DR KANG Young Joong
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Tsutomu Shi.ngzu

President, Tokyo Metropolitan
Badminton Association

It gives me a great pleasure to be able to hold the YONEX OPEN JAPAN 2006, having the world top players here at
Yoyogi NO.1 National Gymnasium in nice autumn, the season for sports.

YONEX Thomas & Uber Cup Japan 2006 was held in Sendai and Tokyo from April 28 to May 7 early this year, and
the badminton heat is going up to its climax in Japan. | am certain that the players will show us the exciting
performance here again as much as they did in Thomas & Uber Cup.

Many top rankers entered into YONEX OPEN JAPAN 2006, and it is going to be very tough even in the qualifying
round. It is surely impressive that we, the badminton fans, can watch the exciting matches with so many fans.
Moreover, | am sure that this opportunity is much meaningful for Japan Badminton to develop more and more.

I hope this tournament strengthens the ties of global friendships and mutual exchanges of both players and officials
who gather here. | would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to the organizers and
volunteers for their efforts to ensure the success of this tournament, and | wish the future prosperity of this event.
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Kosaku Yoneyama

President, Yonex Co.,Ltd.

It is my great pleasure to be title sponsor of 25th YONEX OPEN JAPAN 2006 in the year that the YONEX Thomas &
Uber Cup World Team Championships were held in Japan after an interval of 16 years and its excitement has still
lasted.

| trust that all the players will show us their best play to be a winner in the tournament as all players from each
country have been practicing very hard for aiming 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.

At present, all the players in the world including Japanese players make their best efforts to chase and outstrip
China, which has won the lots of international tournament including Thomas and Uber Cup in this year. There will
be no doubt that all the top players coming from all over the world will present us exiting games. | believe that top
players will compete with each other through this tournament and this will contribute to the development of
badminton itself and the increase of badminton players by growing the players of next generation.

Yonex is always trying to contribute to the expansion and promotion of badminton in the policy, Contributing to the
development of the world's social culture through sports, by sponsoring the worlds major tournaments. This
includes sponsoring some of the worlds major events and developing unique and innovative sporting goods. |
would like to contribute to the development and the popularization of badminton by informing its fascination and
excellence through those small activities.
Fbmﬂy.lwoddﬁketoexptessnwsimappmciaﬁmforaﬂmepeoplewhohavebeenworkingveryhardforﬂ-ne
success of this tournament. Especially, the Badminton World Federation, the Nippon Badminton Association,
members of Tokyo Metropolitan Badminton Association and other supporting sponsors. | would also like to wish
great prosperity of the tournament and wish all the players success.

President, Yonex Co.,Ltd.

Kosaku Yoneyama
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JAPAN 2006 Badminton Champ:
ARYIRF=T o IvIN0
F71v0

AS@RA

ASSR “"EEE Tamisuke Watanuki

PRESIDENT
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EHiRE Vs RS E-23 E3 HREE A+EXM
[ 2N NERE REE— e R il
FHEk— R R R E— 72 R A EF
FEEE el 53 FiedEs FHES B i
N PES— EER— ER¥xE Wik 1%
EEENR THRZ HHER xE ® * =
AT READT EmMx RIEE

ARBS5 it B AHES EEHEH RIERE BHEH
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